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SUBJECT: LABOR UNITY APPEARS ONE STEP CLOSER 
REF: A) LAGOS 11652 

B) LAGOS A-21, DATED FEBRUARY 24, 1975 

SUMMARY: MERGER OF NIGERIA'S FOUR CENTRAL LABOR BODIES APPEARS 
STEP CLOSER AS TWO OF FOUR HELD SPECIAL MEETING OVER WEEKEND 
TO RATIFY NLC CONSTITUTION AND FORMALLY AGREE TO DISSOLVE AS 
SEPARATE ENTITIES. ULC AND NWC APPEAR TO BE HOLDING BACK ON 
THIS STEP AND COULD CAUSE DELAY IN FORMAL LAUNCHING OF NLC. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. TWO OF NIGERIA'S FOUR CENTRAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS HELD 
SPECIAL NATIONAL CONVENTIONS OVER WEEKEND TO RATIFY 
CONSTITUTION OF NEW SINGLE CENTRAL LABOR BODY, NIGERIAN 
LABOUR CONGRESS (NLC). MEETINGS WERE HELD TO COMPLY WITH TRADE 
UNION DECREE (DECREE 31 OF 1973) REQUIREMENTS COVERING 
AMALGAMATION OF CENTRAL LABOR CENTERS, AND AT BEHEST OF NLC 
STEERING COMMITTEE (REF A). 

2. NIGERIAN TRADE UNION CONGRESS (NTUC) HELD MEETING 
FEBRUARY 21 IN LAGOS AND, IN SECRET BALLOT. AGREED NTUC 
SHOULD DISSOLVE WHEN NLC IS FORMALLY LAUNCHED IN LATE MARCH. 
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MEETING ATTENDED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER THREE CENTRAL 
BODIES, PLUS LABOUR MINISTRY OFFICIALS. 

3. LABOUR UNITY FRONT (LUF) HELD SIMILAR MEETING FEBRUARY 22, 
PASSED SAME RESOLUTION TO FORMALLY DISSOLVE ON FORMATION OF 
NLC, AND HAD APPROXIMATELY SAME GUESTS. 

4. COMMENT: INTERESTINGLY, NTUC AND LUF DECIDED HOLD SEPARATE 
CONVENTIONS DESPITE FACT THEY HAD MERGED INTO NIGERIAN TRADE 
UNION FEDERATION (NTUF) IN LATE 1973. THIS WAS DONE SO AS TO 
AVOID ANY POSSIBLE REPERCUSSIONS FROM FMG WHICH HAS NOT 
FORMALLY, OR INFORMALLY. RECOGNIZED EXISTENCE OF NTUF. 
ATTENDANCE OF MOL TRADE UNION ADVISER AND DEPUTY REGISTRAR 
OF TRADE UNIONS APPEARS TO GIVE SOME DEGREE OF MOL 
RECOGNITION TO NLC MERGER POSSIBILITIES; HOWEVER, FINAL FMG 
DECISION AS TO WHETHER THESE CONVENTIONS FULLY COMPLY WITH 
DECREE 31 CONDITIONS FOR MERGER IS, OF COURSE, NOT YET KNOWN. 

5. UNITED LABOUR CONGRESS (ULC) AND NIGERIAN WORKERS COUNCIL 
(NWC) HAVE AS YET NOT COMPLIED WITH NLC STEERING COMMITTEE'S 
DECISION ON HOLDING SPECIAL NATIONAL CONVENTIONS. AS REPORTED 
REF B, ULC NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL FAILED TO HOLD MEETING 
SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 14 AND 15, AND THERE HAS BEEN NO NEW 
NEW REPORT THAT EITHER ULC OR NWC PLAN TO HOLD SUCH MEETINGS 
IN NEAR FUTURE. THIS FORMALITY WILL HAVE TO BE ACCOMPLISHED 
BEFORE END OF MARCH IF NLC IS TO HOLD TO ORIGINAL LAUNCHING 
SCHEDULE. NWC, WHICH EXISTS IN NAME ONLY, WOULD BE NO LOSS TO 
NLC. HOWEVER, ULC'S RELUCTANCE TO COMPLETE FORMALITIES COULD 
CAUSE SPLIT IN ULC AND WEAKEN SOLIDARITY OF MODERATE 
UNIONS IN NLC, ESPECIALLY IF BULK OF ULC AFFILIATES BREAK 
AWAY FROM ULC AND JOIN NLC INDIVIDUALLY. 
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